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As the summer begins to end, especially for those families 
that have kids heading back to class, many conversations are 
initiated with this question, “So how was your summer?” If 
you are anything like me, you get pretty good at 
regurgitating the stock answers which our brains are quick 
to spit out, “Great!” or “Quick!” or “It went by too fast.” We 
think back on all that we’ve done or all that we’ve 
accomplished over the summer, things that we can only do 
during this unique time in the calendar year. Maybe it was 
going camping. Maybe it was swimming at the beach. 
Maybe it was a cross country vacation. Maybe it was soccer 
or softball or gardening or golfing or backyard barbeques. 
These types of conversations are pretty easy for most of us 
to have. We are excited to talk about all the adventures that 
we’ve experienced over the last couple months, and other 
people are quick to tell us about their adventures as well.  

On the flip side, when summer’s gone by too fast, we find it 
easy to also converse about all the things that we wanted to 
do but never found the time to do. Maybe we didn’t get to 
do that big fishing trip this year, or use the bikes as much as 
we had anticipated, or get to the beach as often as we 
would have liked. Maybe there were some projects that 
went unfinished or even un-begun, simply because there 
was too much else to get done. We lament over the fact 
that summer is coming to an end and time for these things 
has run out.  

Let me ask you this question again, “How was your 
summer?” What comes to mind? Is your answer to that 
question as a Christian any different than the answer Ernie 

Unbeliever who lives next door would give? Have 
you become so earthly minded, your eyes so 

glazed over with the temporal things of this 
world, that all that comes to mind is 

vacation and brats and beaches and sun? 
Our answers reveal what is most 

important to us, what is on our minds the 
most, and what we are eager to share with 

others. Is Jesus part of your answer? Is he the 
most important thing in your life, or is there 
something else holding that spot? 

 

If you are 
holding your 
head a bit low at this 
point, you are not 
alone. Join me in 
repenting of our 
earthly-minded-
ness, in our failure to 
treasure the one thing 
which is most precious to us, 
the Savior whose blood and 
death conquered our sin. 
Join me then also in praising him for 
the forgiveness he freely gives and the life 
he freely offers. Praise him as he changes 
our focus from things temporal to things eternal.  

And then join me in adjusting our answer. “How was your 
summer?” What an opportunity that question is to live our faith! If 
it’s coming from Ernie Unbeliever next door, he’s just opened the 
door for you to talk about Jesus. “Awesome! I had more time to 
read my Bible, I got to attend an really cool, uplifting outdoor 
worship service at my church, I was able to help out with our Music 
Camp where a whole bunch of kids got to learn about Jesus.” You 
might even lament a little bit, “You know Ernie, I was hoping to get 
to church every week this summer, but I missed last week. Would 
you like to go with me this weekend?”  

Or maybe it’s a conversation with a church friend. “How was your 
summer?” “Actually, I was able to get to Jesus Untangled this 
summer, and it was awesome. I learned so much and got to ask all 
the questions that I’ve been wondering about for a while now.” Or 
maybe, “I found out about this medical issue and have a surgery 
coming up. Can you pray for me?” It’s a simple question, but what 
an opportunity.  

 

Make the most of every opportunity. Let 
your conversation be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know 
how to answer everyone. (Colossians 4:5b,6) 
  



INSTALLATION SERVICE 
Two teachers will be installed on Sunday, 
August 26, in the 10:00 a.m. Service.  Mr. 
Eric Fillner and Mrs. Janeen Roska will be 
installed during this Service as faculty 

members of our 
Lutheran Elementary 
School.  Mr. Fillner will 
be serving as the 6th 
Grade Home Room 
Teacher and Mrs. 
Roska will be our 
Extended Learning Coordinator.  May the 
Lord richly bless their service among us 
and the precious lambs of our Savior 
entrusted to their care in our midst.  
There will be a welcome reception for 

them following the Service.  You are all cordially invited to 
attend.  

Senior Picnic 
 The Annual Picnic for our Star of Bethlehem senior members 
will be on Wednesday, August 29, at 6:00 p.m.  The picnic will 
be held again on the parking lot just east of the gym.  In case 
of inclement weather, the picnic will be held in our Fellowship 
Hall.  Burgers, brats, drinks and eating utensils will be 
provided.  Bring a side dish or 
dessert to share, or, $5 to 
contribute towards the meal.  All 
senior members, 55 and over, are 
invited to attend together with 
spouse, drivers, and guests.  
Please join us for this or any of our 
other senior meetings, activities or 
fellowship opportunities. 

LES Opening Service 
The Opening Service for our Lutheran Elementary School will 
be on Monday, Aug. 27, at 8:00 a.m.  You are all invited to 
attend.  If you cannot, please ask for the Lord’s blessings upon 
the school year; our faculty, students and families.  The 
theme for this school year will be: Christ’s Love Compels Me.   

 

 We welcome to our 
Star of Bethlehem 

family this month; 
Pastor Heath and Sara 

Butler and their daughters; Lauren, 
Kaitlin, Amelia and Tessa.  Pastor Butler 

will be installed as a new Religion Teacher at WLHS.  He also is 
serving as the Head Soccer Coach.  May the Lord bless your 
membership in our Star of Bethlehem family and strengthen 
your relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ among us. 

Kids’ Bible Hour & Kingdom Kids 
These spiritual growth programs for our children, age 3 
through the 8th Grade, will begin a new semester on 
Sunday, September 9, at 9:15 a.m.   Teachers will be 
available to help your children deepen their understanding 
of God’s Word and strengthen their faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  These teachers are dedicated to preparing the 
lessons and activities each week.  We thank them for their 
faithful service!  There is also Nursery Care for any infants 
or children too young for our Kids’ Bible Hour program.  
Volunteers help for the nursery, which is in the Extended 
Care Room, is very much appreciated!  If you would like to 
help, please contact Heather and Larry Schaefer Jr. at 
larryschaefer14@yahoo.com or call 414-841-7151.  May the 
Lord bless all of our spiritual growth opportunities for all 
ages.  That’s his promise, Isaiah 55:11: So is my Word that 
goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but 
will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for 
which I sent it.  He will certainly keep it! 

Adult Bible Class 
To begin the semester on September 9, at 9:20 a.m., we will 
have several Bible Classes for you to choose from: “Prayer” 
will be the main Bible study in the Fellowship Hall, which 
will be led by Pastor G.  There will also be a Bible Class that 
is held in the sanctuary on 
“Parenting” which will be led 
by several of our veteran 
parents, as they attempt to 
share what they have learned 
from their experiences over the 
years.  Finally, there will also be a 
Bible basics course, entitled, Jesus Untangled, by Pastor 
S. in the classroom next to the Extended Care Room and the 
Fellowship Hall.   We look for a great attendance as we 
begin our spiritual growth programs for this semester.  
Good coffee, great donuts and even better fellowship are 
available each week downstairs before we break out into 
our various locations.   
 

Our regular Sunday Worship Service schedule will resume 
on Sunday, September 2, with Services at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.  
Saturday Night Services and Monday Night Services will 
continue to be held at 5:30 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. respectively.   
We hope that this Service schedule will provide sufficient 
opportunities for you to attend a Worship Service each 
week!  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in 
the habit of doing; but let us encourage one another --  and 
all the more as you see the Day approaching! (Hebrews 10:25)   

NO SERVICE ON LABOR DAY 
There will be no Monday Night Service on Labor Day, 
September 3.  We will return to our Monday Night Services 
on September 10 at 6:30 p.m.   
  

Mrs. Roska 

Mr. Fillner 

mailto:larryschaefer14@yahoo.com


Early Bird Bible Study  
Our Early Bird Bible Class will resume on Friday 
mornings, beginning on September 7, at 8:00 
a.m.  We will begin our study with The Book of 
Philippians.  Come and learn why this book of 
the Bible is such a popular one.  It is referred to 
as Paul’s “Letter of Joy.”  Find out why?  This 
bible class is open to any of our men or women 
who enjoy studying God’s Word in greater 
depth than our Sunday morning bible classes 
are able to do.  The study of Philippians will 
take us through Christmas, with a look at the 
Book of Colossians in the new year.  Join our 
early birds any week.  You don’t need to attend 
every lesson.  If you miss, study sheets are 
available.  This course is led by Pastor G.  There 
is no cost.  Just bring your Bible, or we have 
them available here at church.   

Monday Bible Study 

Begins on Monday, September 10th – 7:45 p.m. 

 
Lesson One:  Sin’s Cause and Consequences 
Lesson Two:  Original Sin 
Lesson Three:  Actual Sin 
Lesson Four:  Sin and the Law 
Lesson Five:  The Saving Grace of God 
Lesson Six:  God’s Grace in the Work of Christ 
Lesson Seven:  God’s Grace in the Work  
  of the Holy Spirit 
Lesson Eight:  God’s Grace in the Sacraments 
Lesson Nine:  God’s Grace at Work in Our Lives 
Lesson Ten:  God’s Grace Shared 

 
The Lord blessed Chris and Annie Glasel with 
the gift of a daughter, and Brad and Stephanie 
Purpus with the gift of a son.   

 
Benjamin Isaiah Fitzwilliams, son of Cody and 
Andrea Fitzwilliams, was baptized on Sunday, 
August 12, during the 10:00 a.m. Service.  We 
thank our Lord for bringing Benjamin into his 
kingdom through Holy Baptism.  May our Lord 
keep him faithful to his baptismal promises 
throughout life to life everlasting.   

M E N ’ S  S O F T B A L L  
The men’s softball team concluded another 
season this week.  It has been another very 
successful season under coach Randy Alf.   The 
team lost a few games early on, and had two 
games end in a tie, which happens when the time 
limit expires.  Our team still finished in 3

rd
 place, 

and received an invitation to participate in the 
City Tournament on August 27-29 at Malone 
Park.  Our team’s first tournament game will be 
on August 27 at 6:10 p.m.  Congratulations to the 
team on a fine season.  The Lord’s blessings on 
your participation in the tournament.  The final 
season wrap-up will be next month.   

STAR BOWLING 
LEAGUE 

 The online signup for Star 
Bowling is now available.  You 
will find the link at: 

starofbethlehem.org/starbowling.  Please contact 
Pastor Nitz if you have any questions.  We have 
invited some of our area WELS churches to 
participate in our league this season.  Please 
register before September 4

th
.  We begin league 

play September 9
th

!   

LWMS Reporter 
Ellen Gawrisch has served as our LWMS reporter 
for the past years.  Due to health reasons, Ellen 
has to turn over this responsibility to someone 
else.  Responsibilities include: filling out the 
annual registration form, providing our members 
with information about the LWMS, Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary Society, attending our local 
rallies if available, or, perhaps the LWMS annual 
convention, and encouraging support of the 
groups’ local and national mission projects.  The 
LWMS is an organization of WELS women that is 
totally intended to support our home and world 
missionaries with personal contact and financial 
support.  Thanks, Ellen, for your faithful service!  
If you would like to talk with Ellen about the 
position, please call: 262-538-1165 or email:  
egawrisch@aol.com  Feel free to see some of 
Ellen’s promotional materials on the church 
bulletin board or on the counter in the Gathering 
Area near the coffee area. 

CAMPUS MINISTRY 
All of our college students are invited and 
encouraged to register at: wels.net/campus-
ministry.  If you have any questions, contact 
Ginny Mundstock at: ginny.mundstock@wels.net 
or call 414-256- 3279.   Those who register will 
receive free copies of Meditations devotional 
booklets and Forward In Christ magazines.  You 
will also be put in touch with the nearest WELS 
Campus pastor for each college or university.  
May the Lord bless your school year as you stay 
connected to him and serve as his lights at your 
school.   

News from WLHS 
Wisconsin Lutheran High 
School will have the Faculty 
and Staff Installation and 
Anniversary Service at St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church, 1205 
S. 8

th
 St. in Milwaukee, on 

Sunday, September 9, at 3:00 
p.m.  Marilyn Bond and Pastor 
Ken Fisher will be honored for 
serving 25 years in the ministry.   
Pastor Phil Huebner will 
preside and Pastor James Kleist 
will preach.  Pastor Kleist's 
daughter (Emily Jiles) and son-
in-law (Pastor Heath Butler) are 
part of the group being 
installed.   A Cappella choir will 
also sing. 
 

The following full-time, 
permanently called faculty and 
staff will be installed: 

 Mr. Micah Hernandez - 
Spanish 

 Mr. Joshua Nelson - 
Science 

 Mr. Mark Moldenhauer - 
English 

 Mr. Justin Walz - Theology 
 Rev. Heath Butler - 

Theology 
 Mr. Randy Strutz - ELC and 

Coaching 
 Mrs. Shakirah Cousins-

Hudson - Math 
 Mr. Michael Wiechmann - 

Visual Arts 
 Mrs. Rebecca Huebner - 

English 
 Mrs. Lindsay Knight - 

Science 

The following are being 
installed in new roles at WLHS: 

 Mr. CL Whiteside-- 
Assistant Principal 

 Mrs. Emily Jiles - Director 
of Guidance and 
Counseling 

We will also install several staff 
members (non-called) and part-
time instructors who are new 
to WLHS including Mrs. Patti 
Wenzel - Fashion Tech (part-
time) and  Mr. Collin Wenzel - 
Latin (part-time). Finally, we'll 
also install our new house 
parents.  You are invited to 
attend the reception after the 
Service to congratulate the 
celebrants and to welcome all 
of our new faculty and staff 
members.   
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Quinoa (KEEN-wah) Submitted by Susan Abel,  

 BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 

Quinoa is one of the world’s most popular health foods.  
It is basically a “seed” which is prepared and eaten 

similarly to a grain. 

Quinoa has been consumed for thousands of years 
in South America, although it only became trendy 
and reached “superfood status” a few years ago. 

Quinoa is gluten-free, and one of the few plant foods 
that contain all nine essential amino acids.  It is high in 

protein (8 gram per cup), making it an excellent plant-based 
protein source for vegetarians and vegans. 

Quinoa also high in fiber (much higher than most grains).  Additionally, it is high 
in beneficial antioxidants, as well as magnesium, B-vitamins, iron, potassium and 
phosphorus. 

Nutrient content in 1 cup of cooked quinoa:  

 Protein: 8 grams.  

 Fiber: 5 grams. 

 Manganese: 58% of the RDA. 

 Magnesium: 30% of the RDA. 

 Phosphorus: 28% of the RDA. 

 Folate: 19% of the RDA. 

 Copper: 18% of the RDA. 

 Iron: 15% of the RDA. 

 Zinc: 13% of the RDA. 

 Potassium: 9% of the RDA. 

 Over 10% of the RDA for vitamins B1, B2 and B6. 

You can buy quinoa in most supermarkets.  It can be ready to eat in as little as 
15-20 minutes. There are dozens of delicious ways to use quinoa – recipes online 
at your favorite cooking websites. Or ask me! 

 

 

PROF. NICHOLAS PROKSCH.  Our former member, 

Nicholas Proksch, has accepted a call to serve as Professor 
of New Testament at Bethany Lutheran Seminary in 
Mankato, MN.  Previously Nick served as pastor at Lord of 
Life Lutheran in Holland, MI, and at River Heights Lutheran 
in East Grand Forks, MN, and more recently as a college 
professor at Bethany Lutheran College.  He and his wife, 
Becky, live in Mankato with their four children.  May the 
Lord bless his ministry at the Seminary in Mankato.   

From the 

President 
Just the other day I had a conversation with a 
member who wasn’t too clear on what, exactly, 
we’re trying to accomplish . . . 

 . . . with our upcoming Capital Campaign. 

I reacted with some surprise but, upon further 
reflection, it indicates to me there is a need to 
better communicate with all our members. 

In a nutshell, our growing school has outgrown 
our available physical space – to the point where 
it was necessary to expand into spaces that would 
have been otherwise used for meetings, Bible 
study, teens, etc. 

Now, some people might think we have a 
problem. 

I disagree. 

What we really have is a huge blessing! 

Listen folks . . . these children are our future, 
entrusted to our care by our Savior – and clearly, 
preaching the Gospel (while providing an 
excellent traditional education) is well within the 
commands of Matthew 28:19-20: 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.  And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.” 

Our upcoming Capital Campaign will target raising 
around $3 million.  If successful, this will allow 
Star of Bethlehem to construct a 2-story (plus 
basement) addition at our southwestern 
boundary.  This additional space will not only 
allow for several additional classrooms – it will 
also pave the way for additional spaces for 
meetings, Bible study, a teen room, storage, etc. 

Very soon, you’ll be hearing much more – over 
the last few months, your church and school 
leadership have been working with our 
consultant (John Clark/The James Company) to 
lay the framework for a successful Capital 
Campaign. 

We’ve been busy recruiting a number of our 
members – so if you’re asked to help out, please 
answer positively. 

LORD WILLING, WE CAN DO THIS! 

See you in church. 

- Gene Szaj 
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